
Weblogs in Higher Education



Weblogs :  Definition

An online journal or commentary usually

written by an individual or a small group of

people.



Weblogs :  Definition

Weblogs are personal or organizational 
web pages organized by dated entries, 
with newer items posted to the top of the 
site, usually consisting of links, media, 
commentaries, personal thoughts, essays, 
papers and ongoing discussions.



Weblog: Characteristics

1. Easy-to–use
2. Webbased
3. Tagging
4. Sharing : Community
5. Linking (Trackback, Permalink)
6. RSS (Information Filtering)
7. Integrated (Bookmarks, lots of media)
=> Knowledge Management





Weblogs in Education

“Blogs provide a forum for learning …
the experience of collective knowledge 
generation can and should be applied to 
traditional educational environments.”



Uses of Weblogs in Education

Writing
Blogs

Reading
Blogs

< for self - for students - for Other Instructors - for rest of the Net >

< by rest of Net - by other students - by instructors - by self > < by self - by students - by Other Instructors – by rest of the Net >

Building bridges: 
f.e. e-portfolio, community

Group Discussion
Coordination tool

< for rest of Net - for other students - for instructors - for self >

Course Based
Weblog, Internships

Personal
Knowledge
Gathering

Discipline 
specific feeds

Student Blogs for
dialogue

Instructor
administrative blog

Personal Journal

STUDENTS INSTRUCTORS

Annotated Link 
Blog

Class. 
Admin.

Discipline specific blog

Personal
Journal

Course work
by student

Educ Tech. blogs

Discipline specific feeds

Instructional tips
for students



Students



Students Writing Weblogs

Personal Knowledge Management
One Weblog is a cluster of information
Community
Possibility for Archiving
Personal Comments
Tag Clouds
Del.icio.us (Bookmarks)





Students Writing Weblogs

Group Work

Knowledge Building

Reflecting

Comments

Sharing

Linking





Students Writing Weblogs

Course based Weblogs – Internships

Self-Reflection

Critical Analysis

Higher-Order Thinking

Possibility for commenting (both) by teacher (as 

by boss)

Archiving per day =>Makes learning process visible



Students Writing Weblogs
“In order to develop and 
sustain a clear and confident 
voice of one’s own, one has to 
carefully formulate and stand 
by one’s opinions. Writing a 
blog assists here because it 
forces a student to confront 
their own opinions and 
contemplate how their views 
might be interpreted and 
reflected upon by others. 
(Mortenson & Walker, 2002 
cited in Lamshed, Berry and 
Armstrong 2002.)”



Students Writing Blogs

Building bridges, breaking down the ‘silo’

“Numerous personal ,blogs feed off the 
Institutions Weblogs, promoting lifelong learning 
and helping to bind a community around the 
common theme of scholarly discourse.”



Constraints and Issues

The process of reading online,engaging in a 
community, and reflecting it online is a process 
of bringing life into learning.
Encourage lurking?
Plagiarism
Spam
Open blogging versus restrictive organization of 
the educational system
The need for assessment?



Next Workshop: Social Software

Venus 5 day Summer School:

“EuroPACE: Summer School on Social Software”
Application of social software in education 

and business.

www.venus-seminars.net


	Weblogs in Higher Education
	Weblogs :  Definition
	Weblogs :  Definition
	Weblog: Characteristics
	Weblogs in Education
	Uses of Weblogs in Education
	Students Writing Weblogs
	Students Writing Weblogs
	Students Writing Weblogs
	Students Writing Weblogs
	Students Writing Blogs
	Constraints and Issues
	Next Workshop: Social Software

